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What is required? 
 
A maximum of three sides of A4 (using a minimum font size of 11) is allowed for the plan. The plan 
should use the headings specified by ESRC, as follows.  
 

Assessment of existing data 
 
ESRC guidance: If you will be creating new data as part of your project, explain why existing data 
sources cannot be re-used. If you envisage purchasing or re-using existing data sources please 
explain whether issues such as copyright and IPR have been addressed to ensure that the data can 
be shared, i.e., explain how you plan to deal with permissions to share any data derived from data 
which you do not own. 
 
 
Data sources that can be consulted are: 
 

● https://beta.ukdataservice.ac.uk/datacatalogue with over 7,000 collections of key economic, 
social and historical data spanning many disciplines and themes 
 

● https://gtr.ukri.org/ of past and present research awards and their outputs 
 
 
Additional guidance: ESRC reviewers will be looking for evidence that you have considered and 
evaluated secondary sources of data before considering primary research. Clearly identify data 
sources you propose to use. It may be helpful to include relevant URLs or DOIs. You should indicate 
that you have investigated issues such as IPR, and that you are confident you can use the data in the 
way you propose and will be able to share any derived data. The data sources you intend to use may 



               
 
 
Information on new data 
 
ESRC guidance: Provide a brief description of new data which you envisage creating. This information 
should include how the data will be collected, i.e. proposed approach and the format (e.g. Open 
Document Format, tab-delimited format, MS Excel etc.) in which the data will be collected, analysed 
and stored, as well as an indication of how they will be documented.  
For example, cover: 

● data volume 
● data type 
● data quality, formats, standards documentation and metadata 
● methodologies for data collection and/or processing 
● source and trustworthiness of third-party data 

Using standardised and interchangeable data formats ensures the long-term usability of data. Clear 
and detailed data descriptions and annotation, together with user-friendly accompanying 
documentation on methods and contextual information, makes data easy to understand and 
interpret and therefore shareable and with long-lasting usability. See UKDS guidance for 
recommended data formats.5







               
 
Additional guidance: Investigators carrying out research involving human participants should request 
consent to preserve and share the data. You should use your information sheet and consent form to 
do this. Do not just ask for permission to use the data in your study or make unnecessary promises to 
delete it at the end. Consider how you will protect the identity of participants, e.g., via 
anonymisation or using managed access procedures. Ethical issues may affect how you store and 



               
 
Examples: 
 

o Researchers will code whether the person sitting in each seat is Black (coded B), Asian (Coded 
A) or White (coded W) and whether they are female (coded F) or male (coded M). No other 
information will be coded. 

 
 

o





               
 
published location. A project metadata record should also be created in the UKDS’ ReShare 
repository to maximise discoverability of the data.  
 
Additional guidance: Brunel Academic staff may use the University’s data repository 
https://brunel.figshare.com to archive and publish data underpinning a publication and data deemed 
to be of long-term value. Data will be preserved for a minimum of 10 years. The ESRC will allow an 
embargo period of data (generally no longer than 12 months from the end of the grant) to allow for 
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